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SUMMER OF 
RECOVERY 
AT CRP

As the UK recovers from the pandemic 
the park is welcoming back tenants and 
visitors. However, the park’s landscape 
maintenance team continued to work 
tirelessly throughout 2020 and 2021 to keep 
everything looking as good as ever.  
Find out how inside.

This issue we take a look at Waterbeach 
New Town, which is beginning to take 
shape across the A10, and we speak to Tim 
Holden of Oval Medical Technologies about 
his experience of working at CRP. Finally, 
despite the pandemic the park welcomed 
several new tenants in 2020  
See inside to find out who.



Sustainability at the heart 
Sustainability is at the heart of how 
the landscape maintenance is done, 
with the MITIE team where possible 
dispensing with petrol-powered 
equipment such as hedge-cutters 
and leaf blowers and replacing them 
with battery operated. This not only 
reduces CO2 emissions but reduces 
noise levels as battery operated 
equipment tends to be significantly 
quieter. Composting also plays an 
important part, with a high percentage 
of the park’s organic waste being 
recycled as fertiliser.

The scope of the landscaping at 
Cambridge Research Park embraces 
the open areas of the park which 
have been earmarked for future 
development. The aim here is to keep 
the natural ground cover cut back as 
far as possible to deter ground nesting 
birds, encouraging them instead 
to use the open areas in the nature 
reserve.

Finally, tenants and visitors to the  
park may have noticed the 
proliferation, or ‘parliament’ of rooks 
living in the reserve next to the 
campus. To protect the rookery and its 
numerous nests, MITIE’s landscaping 
team have adopted a temporary 
hands-off policy, leaving any dead 
trees containing their nests alone  
and cordoning off the area for  
safety reasons. 

Delivered by facilities management 
team JLL and MITIE, the park’s 
exterior landscape is a finely balanced 
blend of the formal and the natural. 
Both aspects require constant and 
careful intervention to maintain 
the park’s cultivated and natural 
equilibrium. 

Cambridge Research Park was born 
in 2000, and during the past 21 
years has matured into the calm, 
green, expansively landscaped space 
associated with the concept of the 
business campus. That landscape is 
also constantly evolving. 

For example, anyone who has visited 
the park since February 2021 may 
have noticed that the centre of the 
Boardwalk roundabout has changed. 
This previously dull-looking, 
grassed space has been transformed 
with a mix of grasses, shrubs and 
herbaceous perennials, making it 
more attractive to humans as well as 
bees and other pollinating insects.

Hive of activity 
As you’d expect, the park’s year-
round maintenance programme 
has continued apace during the 
pandemic. Replacing plants which 
have seen better days – the lavender 
bushes close to the café, for example 

– or maintaining the various 
drainage channels, clearing them of 
unwanted weeds and dead foliage, 
these are just some of the everyday 
tasks the MITIE team tackles. 
Add to this the hedge trimming, 
grass cutting, pond thinning and 
leaf blowing which takes place 
throughout the year and the park is 
frequently a hive of activity.

Speaking of hives, the park has its 
own colony of bees housed in hives 
within the nature reserve. The JLL 
team is charged with maintaining 
these and, of course, collecting the 
honey the bees produce. During 2020 
the first harvest was decanted into 
sterilised jars and sold from the foyer 
of Building 7200, with the proceeds 
being donated to a local charity.

Installing the hives formed part 
of a initiative which won a 
coveted Green Apple Award 
for JLL in 2019. The awards 
are operated by The Green 
Organisation, a non-
political, international 
organisation founded in 
1994 which promotes and 
rewards environmental best 
practice. 

As part of the entry a wildflower 
meadow roughly the size of a football 

pitch was planted at the edge of the 
reserve. This not only provides a 
beautiful setting to gaze over during 
the spring and summer months, it 
also serves as a haven for wildlife 
including butterflies, bees, damsel 
flies and moths. Continuing this 
theme, JLL also collaborated with 
some of the park’s occupants to 
build a ‘bug hotel’, benefiting lots 
of different types of mini beasts 
and insects such as ladybirds, bees, 
spiders and woodlice.

Finally, the winning entry included 
the cutting of a series new walkways 
through the nature reserve, providing 
a truly get-away-from-it-all 
destination for tenants to relax and 
decompress at lunchtime. 

Encouraging wildlife as 
part of a sustainability 

drive has continued 
to be a theme at the 
park, with more 
recent initiatives 
involving the 
installation of bird 

boxes aimed at 
attracting a variety 

of species as well as 
ground level hedgehog 

hotels, designed to offer shelter to 
one of the UK’s most endangered 
species.

THE LAY OF THE LANDSCAPING 

Maintenance with sustainability at its heart has continued 
apace during the pandemic 

Park focus

Like so many other places of work across the globe, Cambridge 
Research Park has been quieter during 2020 and 2021 as occupants 
have dealt with lockdowns or blended working patterns with fewer 
colleagues on-site for shorter days. Driving around the park, however, 
it’s easy to take for granted the work of one group of people who’ve 
been carrying on as usual: the park’s landscape team.

‘A truly get-away-from-it-all 
destination for tenants to relax 
and decompress at lunchtime’
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A MAJOR NEW TOWN NEIGHBOUR 

Anyone who’s managed to make it into the office 
recently will have noticed the activity taking place 
on the other side of the A10, off the Cambridge 
Research Park roundabout. A new access into the 
former Waterbeach Barracks site has been built,  
and major groundworks are underway in 
preparation for its redevelopment. 

Looking ahead

The Waterbeach Barracks New Town 
is a former RAF airbase, which from 
1966 was occupied by the Royal 
Engineers, part of the British Army.  
It was vacated in 2013 and is 
now being developed by ‘master 
developer’ Urban & Civic, which was 
bought by the Wellcome Trust in 
January of this year.

The 716-acre site is to become a major new town, with 6,500 
houses, schools, a health centre, library, 24 hectares of 
sports pitches formal open spaces, a new park and ride and 
a relocated railway station. The new town will have its own 
town centre, plus a number of local centres, and will feature 
a large network of designated walks and cycle paths.

The emphasis is on preserving and managing the inherited 
landscape whilst designing the new town so as to be in 
harmony with it. A focal point is the 23-acre lake, a  
man-made structure dug by the Royal Engineers in the 
1970s for training purposes including the practising of 
landing amphibious vehicles. This will become a major 
amenity for the town, with lakeside cafes and shops; 
various water sports will also be on offer.

The first phase of the development will see the building 
of 1600 homes together with some of the health centre 
and library provision, shops, a café, various play areas and 
community orchards and allotments. Approximately 17,000 
trees will also be planted to add to the location’s extensive 
areas of plantation and its 11-acres of grassland.

Whilst being largely man-made, the site has during the past 
40 years become an important habitat for a wide variety of 
wildlife. At the time of writing extensive wildlife surveys 
were being carried out with the view where possible of 
preserving and improving those habitats.
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• Relocation and upgrade 
 of Waterbeach station

• Road access and cycle 
 route to the new town 
 from the A10 roundabout 
 at entrance to Cambridge 
 Research Park

• 6,500 new homes

• 5 new schools

• Library

• 250 acres of green space

• Healthcare centres

Nature 
Reserve

Cycle Route 
(proposed  
for 2022)

For further information, visit:
www.waterbeach.co.uk

http://www.waterbeach.co.uk


Tim explains: ‘Cambridge Pharma 
will be a pharmaceutical development 
service business offering small-batch 
sterile filling for clinical trials and 
stability studies. It will also offer 
in-house expertise to support the 
development of drugs from pre-
clinical trials to commercial roll-
out. We decided to expand partly 
to complement our work at Oval. 
But we’ll also provide other pharma 
companies with a state-of-the-art 
cGMP facility at the heart of Europe’s 
biggest biotech and pharma cluster. 
It’s all very exciting.’

Tim cites the need for tailor-made 
space as being an important reason 
for choosing Cambridge Research 
Park in the first place. ‘We were keen 
to maximise the use of our space, 
and provide a working environment 
which would harness the team’s 
creative energy’ he says. Oval’s senior 
management worked closely with 
interior fit-out company COEL to 
create a bright, airy and flexible space 
for Oval with an extended mezzanine 
floor which accommodates offices 
and a dedicated lab.

Beyond the office itself Tim enjoys 
the park’s campus in its own right. 
‘We don’t live very far away, so 
occasionally we’ll bring our Tibetan 
Terrier here at weekends when it’s 
quiet. Wickham Fen isn’t far away 
either, so it’s not unusual to see a 
Marsh Harrier or even a Barn Owl. 
Being so close to nature where you 
work is great.’

Tim also likes the easy access to 
the park by road and rail as well as 
the proximity of the forthcoming 
Waterbeach New Town which he 
thinks will have a positive impact  
on the park. 

Suffice it to say, Tim is very pleased 
with the decision he and the Oval 
team took to move to Cambridge 
Research Park. ‘It’s a lovely 
environment to work in, and it’s a 
prestigious Cambridge address.  
That was very important to us.’

OVAL MEDICAL TECHNOLOGIES

Building a world class drug delivery company.

Tim shortened his commute in 2019 
when Oval moved into Unit 3 at 
the Park’s Enterprise R&D hub. ‘The 
Innovation Centre at Cambridge 
Science Park where we were based 
was being knocked down’ he says, 
‘which led to us re-evaluating where 
we were and what sort of space we 
needed. We’d experienced rapid 
growth, from employing 17 people in 
2017 to over 50 in 2019, and we needed 
to expand. We also wanted to stay in 
a prestigious Cambridge location; the 
Research Park offered this as well as 
being great value for money.’

Working as part of the SMC Group of 
companies, Oval designs, develops 
and manufactures at scale patient-
centric autoinjectors. An autoinjector 
is a medical device designed to 
deliver a dose of a particular drug 
by the patient themselves. Key to 
Oval’s offer is its core technology, a 
primary drug container which can be 
flexibly designed to deliver novel drug 
formulations to a diverse range of 
patient groups.

Having settled in at Cambridge 
Research Park the company has decided 
to expand still further with Cambridge 
Pharma, which will be based in unit 4  
of the Enterprise R&D hub.  

‘It’s a lovely environment 
to work in, and it’s a 
prestigious Cambridge 
address. That was very 
important to us.’

My park life

Tim Holden, Director of 
Business Development & 
Licensing for Oval Medical 
Technologies Limited, knew 
Cambridge Research Park 
long before his company 
relocated there. 

‘We were based for a number of years at Cambridge 
Science Park’ he explains. ‘And living not far from  
Ely I would pass Cambridge Research Park on my 
way to work. I remember the first buildings at the  
front of the park taking shape, and thinking what  
a great location it was.’
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Tim Holden, Director of Business  
Development & Licensing 



A MOVING WINTER AND SPRING AT CRP BUILDING 7400: 
A NEW HQ NEXT?

The ongoing pandemic may have led to a less populated Cambridge 
Research Park over the winter months, but it hasn’t slowed down a 
number of notable movers-in from outside or within the campus.

The university will be using unit 2 as 
a specialist storage facility for a range 
of samples including bloods which 
need to be kept at cold temperatures. 
A variety of medical refrigerators 
and freezers will be relocated from 
Addenbrookes Hospital to unit 2 
during the spring in readiness.

Specialist ink-jet printing company 
XAAR will be siting their research 
and development facility at the park 
within unit 5. XAAR is a leading 
innovator in inkjet printer design 
and manufacture.  XAAR’s products 
embrace a myriad of applications 
including printing on glass,  
direct-to-shape, décor, labelling  
and 3-D printing.

With Phase 1 of Enterprise now fully 
let the design and planning of Phase 
II is now moving apace. Phase II will 
offer a range of similarly flexible 
hybrid units suitable for R&D, pharma 
and warehouse occupants. Marketing 
on Phase II is expected to start later 
in 2021 but potential occupiers are 
advised to register their interest early.

Update

Phase one Enterprise is now fully let, 
with The University of Cambridge 
and specialist inkjet printing 
company XAAR taking leases on 
units 2 and 5. The two new occupiers 
join biotech companies Grifols and 

Biochrom who both signed up at the 
end of 2020.

Sitec’s move into Building 8200 means that building 
7400 is now vacant and under refurbishment, and 
potentially ideal as a company headquarters. 
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The interior space including the 
reception area totals 18,500 square 
feet arranged over the ground 
and first floors. The building also 
stands alone and is self-contained, 
making it potentially attractive to 
a company looking to base its head 
office at the park. 

At the time of writing park owner 
Royal London were exploring 
refurbishment plans and design 
including sustainable initiatives. 
Watch this space for more 
information as it becomes available.

Finally, the most recent move 
comes from within the park, 
with Sitec taking just over 
half ground floor of Building 
8200. The telecommunications 
infrastructure specialist had 
occupied a smaller space in 
Building 7400 and their expansion 
into 8200 demonstrates their 
continued commitment to the 
park, even during a pandemic.



STREET FOOD VAN
 

BACK ON THE BUSES 

ON-SITE MANAGEMENT TEAM

The site management 
team are here to help 
with any enquiries that 
you may have.

Philippa Rawlinson at JLL is 
supported by Lauren Holmes and 
Justine Clare. Justine is based in 
the reception of Building 7200 and 
can also help with any day-to-day 
enquiries or services.  

Lauren Holmes  07702 100698
Lauren.holmes@eu.jll.com

Justine Clare 01223 863217
reception@cambridge-researchpark.com

Philippa Rawlinson
philippa.rawlinson@eu.jll.com

For enquiries on availability please contact one of our appointed agents:

Cambridge Research Park   
Collection / Drop off points

• The Boardwalk Café
• Enterprise (near entrance)
• Building 7200 (near entrance)

Cambridge North Station 
Collection/ Drop off point

• Bus stops outside the station

01223 347 000
savills.co.uk

01223 213666 Asset Management & 
Development Management

Property 
Management
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The sandwich van is the  
“Street Food Van” it usually  
arrives between 12 and 12:30.

It serves hot food and sandwiches, baguettes, salads, 
drinks and snacks. Card payment only. 

For further information contact  
Justine Clare on 01223 863217 

reception@cambridge-researchpark.com

hot food 
sandwiches 
baguettes 

salads
Another welcome sign that life is beginning to return to normal is the reinstatement of 
a full shuttle bus service from Cambridge Research Park to Cambridge North station. 
Two shuttle buses are now servicing the full timetable which is printed below. 

Passengers are reminded to follow any  
Government guidelines or advice on  
hand hygiene, social distancing and  
mask wearing and to be accommodating 
to any requests from the driver.

Cambridge Reasearch Park Courtesy Bus Timetable 
 

Monday to Friday (excluding bank holidays) 

Polite Points:  
• The services may be affected by traffic or weather conditions that could cause delays to the published timetable.                                                                              OR – On request                                                       
• Seatbelts must be worn at all time while the bus is in motion. 
• Please do not eat and drink on the bus and take any litter with you. 

• The drivers are not permitted to drop off or pick up passengers from any other location not shown on the timetable 
 

  
  

Ver: Cob 0005 May (Proposed) 
          

Morning Service 
Cambridge North Station Depart 07:45 07:52 08:35 08:42 09:15 09:22 10:00 10:07 
Cambridge Research Park 

 
08:05 08:12 08:50 08:57 09:35 09:42 10:20 10:27 

Enterprise  OR OR OR OR OR OR OR OR 
Building 7200  OR OR OR OR OR OR OR OR 

 
Lunch Service 
Cambridge Research Park Depart 12:00 12:20 12:45 13:05 13:30 13:50 
Enterprise 

 
12:02 12:22 12:47 13:07 12:32 13:52 

Building 7200  12:04 12:24 12:49 13:19 13:34 13:54 
Cambridge North Station  12:20 12:40 13:05 13:25 13:50 14:10 

 
Evening Service 
Cambridge Research Park Depart 15:30 15:37 16:15 16:22 17:05 17:12 17:45 17:52 18:30 18:37 
Enterprise  15:32 15:39 16:17 16:24 17:07 17:14 17:47 17:54 18:32 18:39 
Building 7200  15:34 15:41 16:19 16:26 17:09 17:16 17:49 17:56 18:34 18:41 
Cambridge North Station  15:55 16:02 16:40 16:47 17:29 17:36 18:09 18:16 OR OR 
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